
"Before Creation": From a Perspective of Oneness

Likkutei Halachot, Rabbi Natan Sternhartz of Nemirov (1780-1845), Choshen Mishpat, Law of Emissaries, 1:1

A messenger of a person is like them [or acts for
them]

Because it’s known that all..souls are one, because
their roots are from the quality of “all is one, all is
good.”
As it’s written, “Every soul of the house of Jacob who
came [to Egypt] (Gen 46:27).. 70 soul (Ex 1:5).”- in
the singular.

וכְוּ':(שלחןלְקָטָןשְׁלִיחוּתאֵיןכְּמוֹתוֹאָדָםשֶׁלשְׁלוּחוֹ
)182סימןמשפטחשןארוך

רָאֵלשֶׁכָּלידָוּעַכִּי ְֹ מִבְּחִינתַשָׁרְשָׁםכִּיאֶחָד,נפְַשׁוֹתָםישִ
שֶׁכָּתוּבוּכְמוֹטוֹב,כֻּלּוֹאֶחָדכֻּלּוֹ

ב"כׇּל־הַנֶּ֧פֶשׁא'),(שְׁמוֹת ֹ֛ אָה…שִׁבְעִיםלְבֵֽית־יעֲַק הַבָּ֥
יחִָיד-בִּלְשׁוֹן"נָפֶשׁ

Talmud Chagigah 14b

The Sages taught: Four entered the orchard
[pardes]...Rabbi Akiva said to them: When you reach
pure marble stones, do not say: Water, water,
because it is stated: “One who speaks falsehood
shall not be established before My eyes” (Psalms
101:7).

וּבֶןעַזַּאי,בֶּןהֵן:ואְֵלּוּבַּפַּרְדֵּס,נכְִנסְוּאַרְבָּעָהרַבָּנןַ:תָּנוּ
עֲקִיבָא.ורְַבִּיאַחֵר,זוֹמָא,
שַׁישִׁאַבְניֵאֵצֶלמַגִּיעִיןכְּשֶׁאַתֶּםעֲקִיבָא:רַבִּילָהֶםאֲמַר

״דּוֹבֵרשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:מִשּׁוּםמַיםִ״,״מַיםִתּאֹמְרוּאַלטָהוֹר,
עֵיניָ״.לְנגֶֶדיכִּוֹןלֹאשְׁקָרִים

Likkutei Halachot, Choshen Mishpat, Law of Emissaries,3

A lie damages the eyes spiritually and physically
It stirs up the blood and draws down tears that cloud
vision
The essence of a lie is its distance from oneness
Because״ truth is oneness… and a lie is multiplicity״

ידְֵיעַלכִּיורְוּחָניִּוּת,בְּגַשְׁמִיּוּתלָעֵיניַםִמַזִּיקשֶׁהַשֶּׁקֶרהַכְּלָל,
הָרְאוּתקִלְקוּלשֶׁהֵםוּדְמָעוֹתבְּכִיּהָונְמְִשָׁךְדָּמָיונתְִעַכֵּרהַשֶּׁקֶר
וכְוּ',
מֵאֶחָדהָרִחוּקמֵחֲמַתהוּאהַשֶּׁקֶרהִתְהַוּוּתעִקַּרכִּי
נתיבעולםתוכְוּ'(נתיבותרַבִּיםהוּאושְֶׁקֶראֶחָדהוּאאֱמֶתכִּי

מהרל)א:ב,האמת

Before creation everything was one,
and even the word “pure” wasn’t appropriate to say
Because you can’t say “pure” when there’s no impure.
Before creation everything was one, everything was good,
everything was holy…

After creation there were, as it were, two things:
the aspect of Oneness and Creation. And thus there was
choice.

And from there [the dualistic, created world] is the essence of
the hold of the lie, whose root is in its distance from oneness.

אֶחָדהַכּלֹהָיהָהַבְּרִיאָהקדֶֹם
לוֹמַרשַׁיּךְָהָיהָלֹאטָהוֹרשֵׁםואֲַפִלּוּ

, אֲחִיזַתשֶׁיּשֵׁבְּמָקוֹםאֶלָּאשַׁיּךְָאֵיןטָהוֹרכִּי
,הַטֻּמְאָה

כֻּלּוֹטוֹבכֻּלּוֹאֶחָדכֻּלּוֹהָיהָהַבְּרִיאָהקדֶֹםאֲבָל
.קדֶֹשׁ

,
בְּחִינתַדְּבָרִיםשְׁניֵכִּבְיכָוֹל,הָיהָ,הַבְּרִיאָהאַחַר

בְּחִירָהשַׁיּךְָואְָזוהְַבְּרִיאָההָאֶחָד ,
,...

מֵאֶחָדמֵרִחוּקשֶׁשָּׁרְשׁוֹהַשֶּׁקֶראֲחִיזַתעִקַּרוּמִשָּׁם



By the truth of the Divine Providence, everything is actually
[still] in Oneness after creation as it was in “Before Creation
(kodem habriah)”.
A lie removes a person from Divine Providence and thus
separates “After Creation” from “Before Creation”
This is the meaning of “when you arrive at the pure marble
stones don’t say “water, water”- that they are the tears [that
cloud vision] that would come into being by virtue of the lie.

הַכּלֹואְָזעָלָיויתְִבָּרַךְה'הַשְׁגָּחַתאֱמֶתידְֵיועְַל
עַלאֲבָלהַבְּרִיאָה,קדֶֹםכְּמוֹהַבְּרִיאָהאַחַראֶחָד
ואְָזיתְִבָּרַךְה'הַשְׁגָּחַתמִמֶּנּוּמְסַלֵּקשֶׁקֶרידְֵי

וזְֶהוּ…'.הַבְּרִיאָהמִקּדֶֹםהַבְּרִיאָהאַחַרמַפְרִיד
מַיםִתּאֹמְרוּאַלוכְוּ'טָהוֹרשַׁישִׁלְאַבְניֵכְּשֶׁתַּגִּיעוּ

ידְֵיעַלשֶׁנּתְִהַוָּהדְּמָעוֹתבְּחִינתַשֶׁהֵםמַיםִ
הַשֶּׁקֶר

This is the meaning of “a messenger of a person is like
them” in all of the Torah, because the purpose of the
Torah is to be in Oneness, to encompass “After
Creation” in “Before Creation” that is all one, all good.
This is the purpose of humanity- to encompass all of the
worlds in Oneness through Torah and Mitzvot in this
world…
All of the Torah is the aspect of “eyes,” as it’s written,
“The divine commandments are clear, illuminating the
eyes.” (Ps. 19:9)

כִּיכֻּלָּהּ,הַתּוֹרָהבְּכָלכְּמוֹתוֹאָדָםשֶׁלשְׁלוּחוֹבְּחִינתַהזֶ
אַחַרלִכְלֹלבְּאֶחָד,לִכְלֹלבִּשְׁבִילהוּאהַתּוֹרָהכָּלכְּלַל

כִּיטוֹב,כֻּלּוֹאֶחָדכֻּלּוֹשֶׁהוּאהַבְּרִיאָהבְּקדֶֹםהַבְּרִיאָה
לִכְלֹלכְּדֵיהָאָדָםנבְִרָאזֶהשֶׁבִּשְׁבִילהַתַּכְלִיתעִקַּרזֶה
והְַמִּצְווֹתהַתּוֹרָהקִיּוּםידְֵיעַלבְּאֶחָדהָעוֹלָמוֹתכָּל

כָּלזֶהוּבִשְׁבִילכַּיּדָוּעַ.אַחְדוּתוֹשֶׁהֵםהַזֶּהבָּעוֹלָם
ה'"מִצְותַשֶׁכָּתוּב,כְּמוֹעֵיניַםִ,בְּחִינתַהוּאכֻּלָּהּהַתּוֹרָה
עֵיניָםִ"מְאִירַתבָּרָה

The evil inclination and the Other Side cover [the
underlying Oneness]... After we break the covering
[that obscures Oneness] and believe that the
separating veil and choice are from [the Divine], then
everything is encompassed in Divine Oneness [in a
dynamic way]
By this vessels and palaces are formed to receive
the light of Divine Oneness and to delight with YHVH
to behold the beauty of YHVH and to visit in the
Divine abode. (Ps 27:4)
Nonetheless the world will not be completely nullified
[as it would be if the coverings completely
disappeared] because all of those delicate and
spiritual palaces are created by virtue of meriting to
break the separating veil, by virtue of choosing life
until by this, the veil is transformed and supernal
palaces are made from it to receive the light [of]
Divine Oneness. Blessed is the one who merits this.

כְּפִירוֹת..בְּחִינתַהֵםאָחֳרָאוהְַסִּטְרָאהָרָעהַיּצֵֶרעִקַּר
מָסָךְשֶׁגַּםוּמַאֲמִיניִםהַכְּפִירוֹתמְשַׁבְּרִיןשֶׁכְּבָרמֵאַחַר

ואֲַזַייתְִבָּרַךְמִמֶּנּוּהַכּלֹבְּעַצְמוֹוהְַבְּחִירָהבְּעַצְמוֹהַמַּבְדִּיל
ושָׁוֹב,רָצוֹאבִּבְחִינתַיתְִבָּרַךְבְּאַחְדוּתוֹהַכּלֹנכְִלָל

יןזֶהידְֵי…שֶׁעַל ִֹ אַחְדוּתוֹאוֹרלְקַבֵּלוהְֵיכָלִיןכֵּלִיםנעֲַש
פִּיעַלואְַףבְּהֵיכָלוֹ,וּלְבַקֵּרה'בְּנעַֹםלַחֲזוֹתה'עַלוּלְהִתְעַנּגֵ

והְָרוּחָניִּיִםהַזַּכִּיםהַהֵיכָלִיןאֵלּוּשֶׁכָּללְגַמְרֵייתְִבַּטֵּללֹאכֵן
ים ִֹ שֶׁבָּחַרידְֵיעַלהַמַּבְדִּיל,הַמָּסָךְלְשַׁבֵּרשֶׁזָּכָהידְֵיעַלנעֲַש
ההַמַּבְדִּילהַמָּסָךְנתְִהַפֵּךְזֶהידְֵישֶׁעַלעַדבַּחַיּיִם ָֹ ונְעֲַש
בְּאַחְדוּתוֹלִכְלֹלידָוֹעַלהָאוֹרלְקַבֵּלעִלָּאִיןהֵיכָלִיןמִמֶּנּוּ

לָזֶה:שֶׁיּזְִכֶּהמִיאַשְׁרֵייתְִבָּרַךְ,..

I have come into the world to see this: The sword drop from people's hands even at the height of their arc of
rage. Because we have finally realized that there is just one flesh we can wound.
And it is ours.- Hafiz

“For the simplicity on this side of complexity, I wouldn't give you a fig. But for the simplicity on the other side

of complexity, for that I would give you anything I have.”- Oliver Wendell Holmes


